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Winner of live cockroach eating contest 
dies

In Deer�eld Beach, 
Florida, winner of a live 
cockroach eating con-
test, Edward Arch-
bold, died within an 
hour of the event.  He 
became ill shortly after 
eating dozens of roaches 
and worms, and collapsed in 
front of Ben Siegel Reptile Store, 
where the contest was held. Arch-
bold intended to sell the exotic 
python he’d won to a friend, said 
Ben Siegel. Siegel described 
Archbold as “the life of the 
party” and was saddened by 
his death. As no other contes-
tants su�ered, it is suspected 
that hr had an allergy to cock-
roaches.  Autopsy results have 
not yet been determined.

Large eyeball discovered by 
beach, suspected to be from 
giant squid

A very large eyeball washed up on Pom-
pano Beach, Florida, and was discovered by 
a beachgoer. It’s the size of a softball, and the 
shape of its pupil and lens caused scientists to 
believe it belonged to a giant squid. It may have 
also come from a sword�sh, however; the sci-
enti�c community awaits genetic analysis.

Icelandic database hopes to prevent 
“inbreeding”

In Iceland, a nation with a population of just 
319,000, it is being advised that one check pro-
spective sexual mates for relatedness in Íslend-
ingabók, an online genealogical database. The 

site was created to prevent inbreeding, alleg-
edly a concern in 

the small country. 
Another facet of 
the data-
base 

is 
the 
ability to 
search one’s 
relatedness to 
famous Icelanders. There-
fore, some users may be disappointed to �nd 
out that their �ancé is a �rst cousin, but also run 
the chance of discovering that they are related 
to Bjork or the prime minister.

Pandas a delicacy of our ancestors

Prehistoric humans hunted and ate 
pandas, according to a group 

of Chinese scientists. 
Remains of pandas 

that had been 
slashed to 

death were 
found in 

a region 

n o w 
e n c o m -

passed by the 
city of Chongquing, 

in southwest China. 
Their body size was con-

siderably smaller during that 
time, and their slow, lumbering walk 

would have made them easy targets. Though 
the Giant Panda su�ers ecologically today, 
prior to the agricultural revolution, they may 
have been abundant enough to be hunted by 
humans.

Sound barrier broken by Australian sky-
diver

Austrian daredevil Felix Baumgartner is the 
fastest skydiver ever. He broke the sound bar-
rier travelling 39 km from the edge of space, at a 
record-breaking speed of 1,342 km/hr. This great 
leap of faith has been an inspiration to people 
around the world, as per comments on the 
online videos and articles.

Mice sing, �nds study

Though we’ve known for a while now that 
mice can sing (as eloquently described in 

Elizabeth Marshall Thomas’ The Hidden Life of 
Deer), new research expands on this infor-
mation. According to a study in which two 
male mice were placed with a female for 

a week, the males were able to learn a new 
pitch. Though songs of courtship have been 

observed, it is believed that mice sing for other 
purposes, such as communicating aggression 
or danger amongst themselves.

Corn production to shift north

Changing climate has caused 
corn production to move 

north. This year’s grow-
ing season consisted of 
relentless drought in 

the Midwest, where corn 
production has previously been 

prolific. Frustrated farmers in Kansas, 
Iowa, Illinois, and the rest of the Corn Belt states, 
eventually gave up and have switched to sor-
ghum. North Dakota, Manitoba, and other tra-
ditionally wheat-rich regions, however, have 
been able to produce more corn than ever 
before. Due to the global corn shortage, movie 
theatres have had to raise popcorn prices. 
Furthermore, livestock production has plum-
meted, and the resulting soaring beef prices 
have shifted emphasis in meat consumption to 
chicken.
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One step closer
BY MIKE ST. JEAN
Editor-in-Chief

The city of Thunder Bay 
seems certain to get a 
new hockey arena after 

all. 
After years of discussion and 

proposals, the Citizens for a North 
Core Multiplex have all but con-
vinced the city that the land 
around Marina Park is the best 
location for the city’s new events 
center. 

The project, which is to be 
located at the Water Street Bus 
Terminal near downtown Port 
Arthur, looks to build a 5,700 seat 
events center to replace the aging 
Fort William Gardens, the long-
time arena that has served the 
city’s hockey and curling needs 
since it opened on March 6, 1951.

The current proposal, which is 
pegged to cost the city an esti-
mated $106 million, will be o�-
cially presented to the public 
on November 21st. City council 
will make a �nal decision on the 
events center at a meeting on 
November 26th.

The Fort William Gardens, the 
home of the Lakehead Thunder-
wolves hockey team, the Fort Wil-
liam Curling Club, and the SIJHL’s 
Fort William North Stars, has been 
in need of a replacement for some 
time. The aging building, which 
has been in use for over 60 years 
and has hosted hockey tourna-
ments such as the 1967 Memo-
rial Cup, the 1975, 1988 and 1991 
Allen Cup, and the 2009 and 2010 
CIS Cavendish University Cup, to 
name a few, was last renovated in 
1995.

While it is true that the Gardens 
is in need of a replacement, the 
current roster of teams that call 
the arena home will likely need to 
be increased in order to make the 
new events center pro�table and 
worthwhile for the city. 

As a result, rumours have been 
circulating that Thunder Bay, 
which ended its last foray into 
professional hockey in 1999 after 
the Thunder Bay Thunder Cats 
moved to become the Rockford, 
Illinois IceHogs, could be on tap 
to receive a new, or relocated, 
franchise in any one of a number 
of leagues, the most popular 
opinions suggesting the Ameri-
can Hockey League (AHL), or the 
ECHL, the third tier of North Amer-
ican professional hockey. 

Other rumours have the city 
vying for a franchise in a pair of 
Canada’s top junior leagues: the 
Ontario Hockey League (OHL) 
or the Western Hockey League 
(WHL). 

Whether or not any of these 
franchises come to fruition is a hot 
debate in the Thunder Bay sports 
community. Below is a breakdown 
of the viability of the potential 
scenarios. 

American Hockey League 

Rumours of a possible AHL 
franchise coming to Thunder 
Bay began in 2009, when it was 
believed the Phoenix Coyotes 
would be moving north of the 
boarder and returning to their 
former home of Winnipeg, Mani-
toba. 

Although the Coyotes didn’t 
end up relocating (as of yet), 
Winnipeg was awarded a revived 
Jets franchise when the Atlanta 
Thrashers packed up and moved 
to the Manitoba capital in time for 
the 2011-12 NHL season. 

The cause of the rumours of a 
possible Thunder Bay AHL fran-
chise stemmed from the opinion 
that Winnipeg’s AHL team, the 
Manitoba Moose, would pack up 
and move down the highway to 
northern Ontario once the NHL 
returned. 

While the Moose did end up 

relocating, St. John’s, Newfound-
land ended up being the bene-
factor, thanks to a bid by former 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Premier Danny Williams to bring 
professional hockey back to the 
Newfoundland capital.  

With the Moose now playing as 
the IceCaps, the chances of Thun-
der Bay receiving an AHL franchise 
seem slim. The league currently 
has 30 teams, with each American 
league squad pairing up with an 
NHL team as an a�liate, which 
makes the idea of league expan-
sion very doubtful unless the NHL 
adds another team. 

Although franchises often relo-
cate within the league, the pro-
posed events center would have 
the potential Thunder Bay team 
playing in one of the smallest 
arenas, and in one of the small-
est markets, in the AHL. With new 
arenas scheduled to be built in 
Markham, Ontario, Quebec City, 
Quebec, and Seattle, Washing-
ton, as well as hockey-less arenas 
already existing in Kansas City, 
Kansas, Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Brooklyn, New York, one has to 
assume that the AHL may be 
keener on attempting to �nd a 
home in one of those markets if 
their respective bids to land NHL 
franchises fall �at. 

ECHL

Likely the most viable of the 
potential leagues to venture to 
Thunder Bay, the idea of an ECHL 
team could become a reality 
thanks to a group of investors, Ice 
Edge Holdings, publicly stating 
their desire to establish a squad in 
the circuit formerly known as the 
East Coast league on the north 
shore. 

The group, led by Anthony Leb-
lanc, has publicly stated since 2010 
that they would like to bring pro-
fessional hockey back to Thunder 

Bay. 
Leblanc and his Ice Edge group 

are most famous for their failed 
bids to purchase the Phoenix Coy-
otes and have them play a number 
of home games in Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan. 

With the proposed arena meet-
ing the size standards of the ECHL, 
and the league clearly open to 
expansion to new markets after 
adding four new teams for the 
2012-13 season, it seems possible 
that the ECHL could look to add a 
team in Thunder Bay. 

Roadblocks exist for this poten-
tial expansion, however, as the 
league’s only Canadian franchise, 
the Victoria Salmon Kings, folded 
in 2011, leaving the league with 
teams based exclusively in the 
United States. 

But with the ECHL’s Columbia 
Inferno lying dormant after sus-
pending operations a few years 
ago while the team searches for 
a new arena, and with the Chi-
cago Express withdrawing from 
the league after last season, one 
has to wonder if the ECHL would 
be willing to give Canada another 
kick at the can by replacing one of 
those teams in the future. 

Ontario Hockey League and 
Western Hockey League

While nothing has o�cially 
been stated, rumours of a poten-
tial Canadian Hockey League 
franchise in Thunder Bay have 
been talked about in local hockey 
circles for the past couple of years. 
The most viable of the scenarios 
involve a potential team in the 
OHL or WHL, both Major Junior 
leagues under the CHL’s umbrella 
system, and two of the top pro-
ducers of NHL talent in the world. 

The OHL is a 20 team league that 
exists in Ontario, and although 
Thunder Bay’s location within the 

province makes this league seem 
like the most obvious one to add 
a team on the north shore, prob-
lems exist based on the location 
of the league’s other teams. 

The OHL franchise currently 
closest to Thunder Bay is the Sault 
Ste Marie Greyhounds, some 700 
kilometers east. With most of the 
league’s travel done by bus, and 
with most players in the league 
being high school aged and 
enrolled in classes throughout the 
week, it remains to be seen if the 
league, which exists primarily in 
southern Ontario, could feasibly 
add a team that would require 
such a hectic travel schedule. 

The problem the WHL has with 
expanding to Thunder Bay is simi-
lar. With 22 teams located in British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and the Paci�c United 
States, a team in the Lakehead 
would be forced to deal with a 
ridiculous amount of time on the 
road, as the nearest franchise is 
located over 900 kilometers away 
in Brandon, Manitoba. 

Aside from the distance sepa-
rating Thunder Bay from other 
CHL cities, another problem arises 
in terms of the potential expan-
sion of either league. Although 
the new events center would be 
more than adequate to host a CHL 
team in terms of size, it has been a 
number of years since expansion 
has occurred in the OHL, which 
last expanded in 1998, while the 
WHL seem content with their size 
after adding eight teams between 
1991 and 2007.  

Although franchise relocation 
happens more frequently in the 
CHL than expansion, it should 
be assumed that the distance 
between Thunder Bay and the 
epicenters of both leagues would 
leave Lakehead as one of the least 
enticing markets for the CHL to 
expand to.   

New arena and convention center location proposed, will a new hockey team follow?
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BY ELLEN STEVENS

Recently, CBC published 
an article stating that the 
income for Thunder Bay 

workers has increased as a whole. 
Sadly, this largely excludes the ser-
vice sector. 

Considering many university stu-
dents are working in this sector, The 
Argus sat down with a Lakehead stu-
dent to talk about how this a�ects 
her. She is currently working at the 
local movie theatre, and transfers 
job locations between Thunder Bay 
during the school year and Newmar-
ket, her hometown.  

 “It’s really unfair that service jobs 
aren’t considered ‘real jobs,’ as if 
they’re something to do while you’re 
looking for a ‘real job,’” said the stu-
dent. “[Especially] when you’re doing 
fairly complex tasks quickly, working 
on your feet, and focusing on making 
customers happy − these jobs take 
time, e�ort, and professionalism. I 
don’t understand why there is such a 
giant payment discrepancy between 
how much I make and how much my 
parents make in their ‘professional’ 
jobs. I see challenges in both.” 

Currently, minimum wage is 
steady at a mere $10.25 an hour. 

The student continued to explain 
how she takes pride in her job, works 
hard at it, and doesn’t understand 
why the �nancial reward is minimal. 

According to CBC’s “Generation 
Boomerang” segment on the TV 
series Doc Zone, “The average Cana-
dian student graduates with a $28 
thousand debt, and �nding a job to 
pay o� that debt is tricky.” Currently 
in Canada, the unemployment rate 
for 15 to 24 year olds is at 14 percent 
. According to CBC, that’s double the 

general population. They suggest 
that this leads to further trends such 
as, “51 percent of young Canadian 
adults between 20 and 29 still living 
with their parents.” 

Though The Globe and Mail sug-
gests that universities need to 
reform how they go about doing 
things, the real culprits seem to be 

the economy, the �uctuation of 
demand for speci�c types of jobs 
over others, and the discrepancy in 
wages. 

“I’m hearing a lot of people say 
that they’re having a hard time 
�nding work for what they went to 
school for, at least right after they 
graduate, so they have to settle 

for service-related jobs or ‘medial’ 
jobs for the time-being,” explained 
another student. “The problem is 
that the pay is low and the hours 
�uctuate, and this is scary because 
there are loans to be accounted for. 
It’s stressful.”

Hopefully, the economy can 
stable itself out in regards to job 

equity.  Until then, employers sug-
gest having a well-rounded résumé 
to improve your chances of landing 
a dream job.  This means taking part 
in clubs, taking on leadership roles 
and opportunities with your school 
and other associations, and making 
yourself able to o�er a variety of 
skills.  

Service sector wages lag behind 
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Students in service jobs fail to get a taste of city income increases


