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“For those of us climbing to the 
top of the food chain, there can be 
no mercy, there is but one rule: hunt 
or be hunted,” says Frank Under-
wood, after killing a former lover.  
The camera zooms in to the initials 
on his cu�inks.  They read ‘FU.’  

Oh snap!

I absolutely adore this Net�ix 
original series. If you are one of the 
unfortunate few that have yet to 
see this show… drop everything 
you are doing, run to the near-
est computer, get on Net�ix, and 
forget the next week. 

This show is an intricate mosaic 
of a political chess game, inter-
twined with wealth, struggle, 
deceit, infatuation, submission, 

desire, mind control, 
media �nger-twirl-
ing, sex, and most 
importantly: power, 
perfected, of course, 
by a fantastic script 
and delicious mod-
ern-day soliloquy. It 
is set in Washington, 
D.C. during the pres-
ent era. 

As perhaps you’ve 
already gathered, 
Francis Underwood 
(played by Kevin 
Spacey) is a main 
character in the 

series; a powerhouse; an impor-
tant political �gure (a Whip), 
scorned by the current adminis-
tration. He has set his hopes high, 
and will stop at nothing until he 
and his wife take the position in 
o�ce they deserve. Until then, 
the audience is invited front-row 
to witness a series of political/psy-
chological plays so enticing and 
curious that 3 a.m. will have no 
meaning when clicking the “next 
episode” button. 

Every character is a masterpiece 

of inherent ruthlessness and dedi-
cation, tainted by an inevitable 
�aw (or more). Unfortunately, in 
politics �aws don’t go unnoticed, 
and it’s only a matter of time before 
his or hers will be a career grenade 
thrown at them by Francis. But ‘til 
then, the deeper the rabbit hole 
goes, the easier of a pawn they are 
for their opponents. Keep that in 
mind, aspiring politicos! 

“Such a waste of talent. He 
chose money over power, in this 
town a mistake nearly everyone 
makes. Money is the McMansion 
in Sarasota that starts falling apart 
after ten years, power is the old 
stone building that stands for cen-
turies. I cannot respect someone 
who does not see the di�erence,” 
says Underwood of a character 
who turned disloyal.  

In conclusion, say good-bye to 
all your free time, grab a bottle of 
scotch, your favourite cigar, and 
immerse yourself into the world of 
Frank Underwood, a master of the 
game and the beholder of power.  

The release of the third season 
is said to be on February 15, 2015. 

BY SHANNON ANDERSON 
Arts & Culture Editor

This past week, Canada has read, watched, 
and clicked, link after link as news unfolded 
regarding Jian Ghomeshi’s lawsuit with the 
CBC, the allegations from many women of both 
verbal and physical abuse, and his own Face-
book and Twitter accounts. As of November 1 
a.m., he is being investigated by Toronto police 
after three women have moved on to legal pro-
ceedings.

The news, facts, speculations, and, no doubt, 
the rich feasting of many trolls is all over any-
thing with a .ca and more, so I will spare the 
details and move instead to a question.

Why are women, or men, or anyone, still 
afraid to come forward when they have been 
abused? Unfortunately, it’s not at all surprising 
when you read the shocking and often disturb-
ing responses to the women in this case. At 
best, they are bitchy, jilted lovers. At worst, they 
are scheming sluts who deserve whatever they 
get, which has included insults, death threats, 
and mass disbelief and judgment. This is even 
more compounded if they admit to consent-
ing to any form of BD/SM play at all, even if that 
consent was withdrawn and then violated. With 
the sort of vitriol and hate speech they have 
received via the online community already for 
simply sharing their stories or supporting one 
another, why would they want to give their 
names?

Consent has already appeared in more than 

one article this year, and this scandal 
stems from the same systemic abuse of 
it as have the growing campus assault 
problems, the plethora of people who 
begun to come forward and speak of 
abuse or cruelty at the hands of public 
�gures, and the wave of public con-
tempt that engulfed the NFL for their 
perceived veiling of the issue. The 
tide is turning. When people feel they 
have allies, support, and others who 
simply give them the respect of hear-
ing them before denouncing them in 
judgment, it means we are heading 
in the right direction. We, as a public 
body, are learning to better respond 
to these claims and these victims. It’s about 
time. But responding is only the �rst step. We 
need to make changes that alter those systemic 
�aws from the bottom up, and education about 
sexual expression, consent, and communica-
tion are going to be things that prevent this 
from happening in the future.

The GIC and Pride Central have come 
together in a monthly discussion/workshop 
entitled ‘Let’s Talk about Good Sex,’ where a 
group of students do just that. Everything from 
body image, self pleasure, and communicating 
needs to partners is on the table, and it’s a won-
derful, freeing, and accepting environment. 

Tracy Pollard is an engaging and humourous 
speaker, and her honesty and frank discussion 
invite honesty and frankness in return. 

Workshops and talks like this are needed 

in the mainstream, but it needs to start even 
sooner. Teenagers, children even, need to talk 
about sex. Sex is not dirty. Sex is not ugly. Sex 
should never be taboo. When we make it so, we 
run the risk of making people afraid to speak 
out about fears or abuse.

 As sex has become more and more main-
stream in a healthy way, it has become appar-
ent that sexuality and even gender identity are 
a shifting scale upon which people may fall in 
many ways. When this is a part of public as well 
as private dialogue, people will be less afraid to 
speak, less afraid to engage with others, and 
more con�dent in pursuing their own pleasure 
as well as sharing their pain. 

Children will not be afraid to come forward 
when someone has hurt or abused them 
because they will not have been taught not to 
say certain words or touch certain places. Any 

person who enjoys dominating and roleplay-
ing will not have to worry about hurting or 
abusing their partner because they will have 
already discussed and agreed to the acts both 
partners desire. We need to talk about good 
sex, because we need to talk about sex, period. 
We may never know what goes on in a person’s 
bedroom, and nor should we. But we need to 
know how to talk about everything that could 
go on in a bedroom, and what we want in a 
bedroom, and to say when something is or isn’t 
ok in a bedroom.  

When we talk about sex openly and hon-
estly, and share our fears and expectations, and 
acknowledge di�erences and interests, the less 
in the dark we will be about what is and isn’t 
appropriate and what consent is or isn’t. We will 
all have a voice, and not be afraid to use it.

Submit to The Artery: The lowdown on Lakehead’s 
student-run literary magazine
BY CASSANDRA BLAIR 
Copy Editor

Calling all artists! The English Student 
Association (ESA) is once again look-
ing for submissions from artists of all 

kinds for The Artery, the literary magazine of 
Lakehead. The �rst issue of the magazine was 
released in 2008 and there have been eleven 
issues published so far, all of which have show-
cased the talents of vibrant imaginations from 
around the school. The Artery is open to works 
from anyone associated with the university, 
whether they be students, alumni, faculty, or 
administration. Submitters to The Artery should 

feel free to express their creativity in whatever 
form they so desire; the “Artery” page on Lake-
head’s website lists “short stories, haikus, jokes, 
letters, essays, [and] limericks” as all having 
graced the pages of past issues. Fiction, non-
�ction, plays, lyrics, autobiographic accounts, 
fantasies, travel accounts, romances, the list of 
creative subgenres is endless, and The Artery 
accepts works from all of them. Note, too, that 
the magazine is not limited to written works 
but also encourages submissions from visual 
artists, photographers, ziners, and those who 
�nd it handy to keep a sketchbook on them at 
all times. 

Those outside of the English program 
shouldn’t be deterred from submitting. Heck, 
those outside of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities altogether shouldn’t be deterred 
either. Anyone and everyone who makes use of 
a creative outlet is free to submit. The Artery is a 
great venue for those involved in the university 
to get a taste of the publishing experience and 
be a part of a collaborative creative project. 

For the poets out there, The Artery accepts 
works of poetry up to 300 lines. For works of 
prose, the limit is 3000 words. The fall 2014 
deadline has been extended from October 31 
to this Friday, November 7, so �ip through note-

books, rummage through sketchbooks, scan 
through word documents, and submit that cre-
ative piece you’ve always been proud of. 

A fun historical fact about the magazine: 
The Lakehead University Alumni website states 
that The Artery “revives the spirit” of a previous 
student-run literary publication called The Ven-
triloquist, which was produced in the late 80s. 

To submit, email your piece in an attach-
ment to luartery@lakeheadu.ca. For those who 
want to stay in the loop about all things Artery, 
including important submission deadlines and 
other English Student Association happenings, 
follow “The Artery” on Facebook. 
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For lessons in power, watch House of Cards

BY THE ARGUS TEAM
What’s your favourite position for inter-

course? The Argus is curious, because we’re 
weird like that. No names, details, or even 
genders: just whatever groove you think 
is best for knockin’ boots, and why. Head 
to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
T6JVQ9Z for our Student Voice Survey and 
let us know how you like to get it on, or how 

you think you’d like it best. At the end of 
November, we’ll let you all know what the 
reigning position is in terms of popular-
ity, comfort, and sensation. Not sure what 
your favourite position is, or if you even 
have one? You can always guess based on 
what sounds the most appealing, or, better 
yet, grab your partner and do some intense 
research. Happy November!

Student Sex Survey
What’s your favourite groove for knockin’ boots?

COMPILED BY SHANNON ANDERSON
Arts & Culture Editor

November 7, 8: Thunder Bay Sym-
phony Orchestra Cabaret 1: The 
Music of Stan Rogers and Gene 
MacLellan. Tickets $15-35, taking 
place at the Italian Cultural Centre. 
Shows at 8 p.m. 

November 11: Pick up a poppy and 
visit the Agora at 10:50 a.m. for the 
Remembrance Day ceremony. Lest 
we forget, 2014 is the �rst year of 
the WWI centennial. 

November 13: Thunder Bay Sym-
phony Orchestra Masterworks 2, 
with Lara St. John. A night of violin 
and Mendelssohn at the Thunder 
Bay Community Auditorium for 
$20-45. 

November 15: The Artisans North-
west Arts and Fine Crafts show! 
At the Valhalla in from noon to 
midnight on Saturday the 15 and 
Sunday the 16, Thunder Bay’s local 
artists, craftspeople, and other 
vendors will be under one roof for 
all to explore. Great for fun and 
Christmas gifts. 

November 15: Annual Christmas 
Parade! As if you don’t want to go 
to this. Grab a co�ee or Hot choco-
late (preferably with Baileys) and 
go hang out on Memorial from 
10-11 a.m. to help ring in Santa 
Claus all the way to Intercity Mall. 
They throw candy, and it’s fabu-
lous. 

November 15: Christmas One Stop 
and Shop open house at the new 
Marriott hotel. Local vendors, arti-
sans, and a variety of baking and food 
for your delectation.

November 22: The Thunder Bay Sym-
phony Orchestra plays along to the 
1917 Charlie Chaplin silent �lm The 
Immigrant in the second of their ‘Pops’ 
series! Movie, music, and a memora-
ble night! Details at www.tbca.com. 

November 23: Christmas House Tour. 
Want to see the pretty lights and 
decorations? Four houses in Thunder 
Bay are done up in �ne style for all to 
see in support of the Thunder Bay Art 
Gallery. Check out www.theag.ca for 
details and tickets.

November 23: Stuart Maclean and 
the Vinyl Café Christmas show! New 
music, new stories, and the smooth, 
heavenly, vaguely avuncular tones 
of one of Canada’s best tale-spinners. 
Tickets $34-54, and so very worth it!

November 26: Mozart and Martinis. 
Pricey, but worth it. $85 gets you four 
sample sized martinis, four appetiz-
ers, and an intimate Thunder Bay 
Symphony Orchestra show at Bight 
restaurant and bar. (Incidentally, the 
Mozartini should be a signature cock-
tail. Rhapsodiously delicious?)

Out and about
Arts events in November

This could have been your ad. 
Contact ads@theargus.ca for competitive rates. 


