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For lessons in power, watch House of Cards
ELLEN STEVENS
Editor-in-Chief
“For those of us climbing to the
top of the food chain, there can be
no mercy, there is but one rule: hunt
or be hunted,” says Frank Underwood, after killing a former lover.
The camera zooms in to the initials
on his cufflinks. They read ‘FU.’
Oh snap!

I absolutely adore this Netflix
original series. If you are one of the
unfortunate few that have yet to
see this show… drop everything
you are doing, run to the nearest computer, get on Netflix, and
forget the next week.
This show is an intricate mosaic
of a political chess game, intertwined with wealth, struggle,
deceit, infatuation, submission,

desire, mind control,
media finger-twirling, sex, and most
importantly: power,
perfected, of course,
by a fantastic script
and delicious modern-day soliloquy. It
is set in Washington,
D.C. during the present era.
As perhaps you’ve
already
gathered,
Francis Underwood
(played by Kevin
Spacey) is a main
character in the
series; a powerhouse; an important political figure (a Whip),
scorned by the current administration. He has set his hopes high,
and will stop at nothing until he
and his wife take the position in
office they deserve. Until then,
the audience is invited front-row
to witness a series of political/psychological plays so enticing and
curious that 3 a.m. will have no
meaning when clicking the “next
episode” button.
Every character is a masterpiece

of inherent ruthlessness and dedication, tainted by an inevitable
flaw (or more). Unfortunately, in
politics flaws don’t go unnoticed,
and it’s only a matter of time before
his or hers will be a career grenade
thrown at them by Francis. But ‘til
then, the deeper the rabbit hole
goes, the easier of a pawn they are
for their opponents. Keep that in
mind, aspiring politicos!
“Such a waste of talent. He
chose money over power, in this
town a mistake nearly everyone
makes. Money is the McMansion
in Sarasota that starts falling apart
after ten years, power is the old
stone building that stands for centuries. I cannot respect someone
who does not see the difference,”
says Underwood of a character
who turned disloyal.
In conclusion, say good-bye to
all your free time, grab a bottle of
scotch, your favourite cigar, and
immerse yourself into the world of
Frank Underwood, a master of the
game and the beholder of power.
The release of the third season
is said to be on February 15, 2015.

