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LU Visual Arts Students take the spotlight
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O

n Friday March 15, the Lakehead
Department of Visual Arts was
proud to host the opening of
The Juried Student Art Exhibition at the
Thunder Bay Art Gallery.
The exhibit showcased pieces of
many different art styles including interactive, realism, surrealism, abstract, and
mixed media. It also shares a variety of
messages focusing on mainstream culture, the environment, as well as the
human body. The exhibition runs until
March 31 and students are encouraged
to attend!
The offerings are eclectic, as one
observer noted: “There is quite a range

of artwork, from one end of the spectrum to the other. You sort of have to
wonder where all these ideas come
from.”
Mavourneen Trainor-Bruzzese, an
instructor of Painting and Drawing
classes here at Lakehead, said that this
event is a great way for students to gain
experience and exposure for their work.
She explained that it is one thing to
showcase in an art room, and another to
have it on display for the public to see:
“It gives them their first step to exhibiting as real artists, so it shows them the
process of jury, showcasing their work,
and sometimes being rejected. And
best of all − seeing their work hung and
hearing what people have to say about

it.”
Trainor also mentioned that art is
a great way to communicate ideas
through the visual, rather than auditory,
and that visiting the show is thought
provoking and inspiring. She encourages readers to come and support the
students, to have an open mind and
“look through [the artist’s] eyes and see
a whole different side of what art can
be.”
Katryn Saunders presented her
ceramic piece on the body, and spoke
about how she wanted to focus on how
the human form can bend.
Mathew O’Reilly won an award for
his ceramic piece, which included an
interactive component: a QR code that

linked to a video on processed food. He
said that he felt the piece would work
as an attention-grabber and would let
people interact with it, with new media.
Kathleen Murray, art student and
winner of four art awards, explained
her artistic process: “You might spend at
least 6 plus hours on a painting. Sometimes people who are not involved in
the arts don’t realise how much is spent
on our projects. So it’s great to have
an event like this because people can
appreciate the effort we put in. It’s fulfilling because it’s like a bonus!” To paint
the face on her self-portrait on display
took over 10 hours.
Murray’s inspiration comes from
Canadian wildlife. She is fond of the

environment and nature, and said that
she includes animals in her work as they
“are underappreciated in this society, it’s
depressing.” She hopes that people can
appreciate her realism style which she’s
passionate about and feels like is a part
of her.
Murray also wants to remind readers
that Lakehead has a visual art program:
“We might be that less than one percent, but we are there and we try really
hard to get our grades. Art is not easy.”
She thanks all the contributors, participants, professors, students, and public
for their time and donations.
For a complete list of Award Winners,
visit www.theargus.ca.

