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BY ERIN COLLINS
News Editor

Rob Jamieson’s commitment 
to Lakehead University has 
spanned over a decade − and 

his e�orts show no sign of slowing. 
If anything, the incoming president 

of the Lakehead University Alumni 
Association (AALU) is more dedicated 
than ever, and has heartily accepted 
the challenge of reaching out to cur-
rent students as well as over 50,000 
Lakehead graduates.

Jamieson himself is a proud 
Lakehead alumnus. Before graduat-
ing from in 1994 with a degree in Out-
door Recreation and Geography, he 
served as LUSU President, participated 
on the Disabled Students Action and 
the Financial Management Commit-
tees, worked with the Lakehead Uni-
versity Native Student Association, 
volunteered through the Emergency 

Response Team, and worked for the 
Handicapped Action Group as a live-in 
caregiver in residence − among other 
e�orts.

Following graduation, Jamieson 
went on to serve as an o�cer with 
the Ontario Provincial Police. But his 
commitment to the university was by 
no means �nished. With the opening 
of the Orillia campus on the horizon, 
Jamieson saw an opportunity to “give 
back” to his university; give back he 
did. Serving on the Orillia Campus 
Advisory Committee, he played a piv-
otal role in reaching out to alumni in 
the Simcoe County area. He also served 
for six years on the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors and two years as the 
Board’s Vice President. 

“On a personal level, these last 
six years have been a true journey,” 
re�ected Jamieson.

In his new position, he aspires 
to increase awareness of the AALU 

amongst Lakehead graduates, and 
o�er “value” to alumni and students 
through important services and 
opportunities. In particular, he hopes 
to connect with current students who 
may not be aware of their alumni 
status.

“A lot of students don’t realise that 
after one year of school, they become 
Lakehead alumni,” remarked Jamieson. 
“They just need �ve credits under their 
belt.”

A new initiative to inform and 
involve current students is the 
Lakehead University Student’s Alumni 
Association (LUSAA), a student-run 
organization, which aims to promote 
the “Lakehead Experience” through a 
variety of events throughout the year.  

Despite his continued and avid 
involvement with the university, 
Jamieson admits he is still hit with a 
bout of nostalgia whenever he walks 
on the Thunder Bay campus. “I think 

back to the hundreds of people I met 
many years ago,” he explained. “I had 
such a good time at Lakehead. I see 

my involvement with the Alumni Asso-
ciation as an opportunity to recapture 
and rekindle this experience.”  

New Alumni Association President seeks to 
“recapture and rekindle” Lakehead experience

RICHARD LONGTIN

Upcoming environmental discussion to engage and green up campus
BY ELLEN STEVENS
Staff Writer

On Monday, November 19, 
2012, Lakehead University 
will host an environmental 

discussion, focused on creating more 
sustainable and environmentally 
friendly practices here on campus.  
The event will take place in the Study 
from 7-10 p.m.  All are invited and free 
pizza will be provided.

According to Megan Clark, Co-
Commissioner of the LUSU Sus-
tainability Initiative, “The goal is to 
educate students about groups who 
are proactive in doing environmental 
initiatives, to get the opinions of stu-
dents regarding sustainability, and 
provide a chance for students to voice 
their concerns as to what they want to 
see done on campus.” 

Over the past few decades, con-
versation about the environment 
has taken a serious turn. Trends in 
pollution and global warming have 
resulted in drastic weather shifts, and 
a shocking reality  that resources are 
rapidly running out. It is predicted 
by some that a number of sources of 
fresh water may run out by 2050. 

Carly Mason, an Engineering stu-
dent at McMaster University, stated 
that her concern for the planet’s future 
on a scale of 1 to 10 is “11”: “I’m worried 
about the state of the planet because 

I’m concerned about the quality of life 
my future children will have to endure. 
It’s frightening.”  

Benjamin Karki, a Lakehead Uni-
versity student, remarked, “We need 
to direct resources towards discover-
ing new technologies in water re�ne-
ment.” 

Even the slightest change in tem-
perature can cause a dramatic change 
in weather patterns. Scientists who 
study ice formation claim that weather 
has �uctuated in the past, but that 
never before − even just before ice 
ages − have carbon dioxide levels ever 
been this high. 

“Cold”, hard facts

Earlier this year, the Discovery 
Channel aired a documentary called, 
“Global Warming: What You Need To 
Know”, in which Tom Brokaw described 
that it has taken glaciers thousands of 
years to form, and yet they are melt-
ing so rapidly that they may vanish 
in our lifetime. The impact of this was 
witnessed earlier this year when an 
ice chunk twice the size of Manhattan 
broke o� a glacier in Greenland. 

The impacts of climate change 
and global warming are indisputably 
severe. Scientists predict that in the 
very near future, coastal life will not 
exist.  The sea levels are predicted 
to rise by three feet, a change which 

(according to Discovery Channel) can 
wipe out one quarter of all US beaches 
and Costal Areas. 

In his interview with Brokaw, Dr. 
James Hansen, director of the NASA 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies in 
New York City, states that “if we follow 
business as usual, the ice caps will 
melt  and our world will look very dif-
ferent.” He stresses that, even though, 
“We cannot stop global warming; we 
can certainly slow it down.”

Canada’s future

Health and species survival are two 
areas in Canada that continue to su�er 
because of allegedly man-made envi-
ronmental problems. 

Air pollution is a particularly deadly 
force for the nation’s inhabitants. 
According to Environment Canada, air 
pollutants cause wheezing, coughing, 
aggravation of existing respiratory 
and cardiac conditions, and death. In 
analysing air pollution and mortal-
ity data from eight Canadian cities, 
Health Canada estimates 5,900 deaths 
per year in those cities can be attrib-
uted to air pollution. 

Pollution also poses harm to Cana-
da’s 7,000 known wild species of plants 
and animals, 500 of which are listed as 
being “Species At Risk.” Many of these 
species are threatened by current land 
“development” initiatives and result-

ing environmental conditions.  
An anonymous Lakehead student 

said that the increase of invasive 
species also poses harm to Canada’s 
wildlife and ecosystems. “We have the 
Asian Carp infestation here, they are 
an invasive species which weren’t here 
before.  They can actually dive out 
of the water and knock you uncon-
scious.” The student also mentioned 
the havoc wrought by anakehead �sh, 
the Asian long-horned beetle, and 
zebra mussels.

Clark added that one of the goals of 

the Sustainability Initiative is to work 
towards institutional change, an initia-
tive Lakehead students can e�ectively 
promote. “Sometimes it’s hard to 
know which direction to go into, espe-
cially if we don’t know what students 
are expecting.” 

Students are encouraged to join 
the conversation in the Study on 
Monday. There will be free food, and 
products from local markets.  Clark 
emphasizes that “The ideas generated 
at this meeting will be used to advo-
cate for and work towards change.”

BY STEPHANIE SIMKO
Staff Writer

Lakehead’s Pride Central will 
be hosting a screening of 
the documentary TRANS on 

November 20 at 6 p.m. in UC 1017, in 
commemoration of the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance. 

TRANS, released in early 2012 by Sex 
Smart Films, takes viewers on a very 
personal journey into the transgender 
world through the memorable stories 
and unusual lives of six remarkable 
people. Centre Present Jake Hume 
hopes that people will gain a new 
understanding and appreciation of 
human sexuality and diversity by 
hearing stories of people’s struggles 
and triumphs going through transi-
tion.

November 20 marks the annual, 
international event to raise awareness 
of violence against transgendered 

people and remember those who 
have lost their lives because of igno-
rance and hatred fuelled by violence 
and bullying. The memorial has grown 
from a web-based project out of San 
Francisco, which began in 1998 after 
the murder of Rita Hester – whose 
case, like so many other anti-trans-
gender murders, is still unsolved – to 
an internationally recognised day of 
remembrance. 

“The violence against trans indi-
viduals is not as recognised,” shared 
Hume. “If a white, straight, Caucasion 
male was brutally murdered, it would 
be all over the news, whereas a trans-
gender sex trade worker is brutally 
murdered and no one hears about it.”

Hume was approached by Aiden 
Kivisto of Trans Support Collective, a 
group focused on building a stronger 
and more accessible trans community 
in northwestern Ontario, in hopes of 
holding an event that would bring 

together allies as well as trans indi-
viduals. 

“People who participate in Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance are 
not necessarily transgender, they’re 
allies,” said Hume, noting that allies 
are needed for support of any social 
issue. “We want to educate people on 
the diversity of trans issues, and how 
your gender identity doesn’t neces-
sarily have to do with your sexuality.” 

Through bi-weekly social meet-
ings located in di�erent venues across 
Thunder Bay, the Trans Support Col-
lective aims to educate family and 
friends on the struggles and successes 
of living outside of gender norms, and 
mediate discussions around impor-
tant trans issues.

A candlelight vigil will be held at 
City Hall starting at 8 p.m. on Novem-
ber 20, with speeches by both Hume 
and Kivisto. Students are encouraged 
to use the city bus for transportation. 

Preview: Transgender Day of 
Remembrance Candlelight Vigil

People love complaining about 
nothing. It’s something I’ve 
(almost) come to terms with. If 

there’s one thing that unites modern 
humanity, it’s complaining about 
things that a�ect everyone, but which 
none of us can control. It seems to be 
a great conversation starter and, as a 
result, a great thing to write an edito-
rial about. 

Complaining about having to work 
seems to be popular. If you don’t 
believe me, log onto Facebook and 
check out your news feed. It shouldn’t 
be hard to �nd someone whining 
about the ability to make money, 
which in turn will just be spent frivo-
lously on unimportant things. If work-
ing at a fast-food restaurant has taught 
me anything, it’s that people complain 
about their jobs as if they are the only 
people dealing with life-threatening, 
time-consuming problems. 

The restaurant I work at is very one-
on-one; you make the patron’s food 

right in front of him or her. I often try 
to strike up a conversation with the 
customer to make the process less 
mundane for the both of us. “How’s 
your day going?” I ask, pretending that 
the answer that comes out of his or her 
mouth is actually important to me. 

“Shitty, I’m at work,” is the response 
I usually receive, as if I’m sitting on 
a beach in Hawaii with a bottle of 
Bacardi and a thick stack of money sit-
ting beside me. 

I often wish I could say, “It must 
suck being the only person with a job,” 
but common sense prevents me from 
doing it. Afterall, I need the income in 
order to pay my tuition (and keep my 
professors employed), so I can, one 
day, also get a “real” job with my edu-
cation. 

The weather also seems to be a 
common thing to complain about. 
People talk about it as if they are the 
only ones a�ected while the rest of the 
city is trapped in a perfect geodesic 

dome where the sun always shines at 
the right temperature, and moisture 
levels keeps one’s skin in model-esque 
form. 

From too hot, to too cold, to too 
wet, to too dry, people will never let 
go of the fact that most of us are just 
as unhappy with the current extremes 
they are. 

Simply put, it seems that the aver-
age person thrives on having a source 
of frustration to vent his or her built 
up rage onto, whether or not the topic 
at hand is anything relevant. Rather 
than sit back and �nd the actual root 
of his or her unhappiness, the average 
person would much rather bitch about 
the small stu�; actually analyzing one’s 
own shortcomings would take far too 
much personal re�ection that may, 
unfortunately, end in self-analysis. 

This editorial, for example, is doing 
just that: I am complaining about 
simple things that cannot be con-
trolled, in order to avoid a self-created 

mess that actually re�ects 
upon myself. In my case, this self-cre-
ated problem is a paper due in a short 
amount of time that I’ve avoided for 
far too long, for reasons I don’t want 
to discover because they likely won’t 
be favourable to my self-moral. 

So, in turn, I have decided to bitch 
about the small stu�. I’m complaining 
about things I cannot control in order 
to relieve some of the stress from the 
things that I can. But I’ll have to deal 
with the actual problem sooner or 
later, so why not save burning bridges 
and get to the root of the mess? It’s a 
concept foreign to most of us, but one 
that may actually be the best solution. 

Afterall, I can’t be bothered to deal 
with my personal dilemmas; it’s too 
damn cold and the snow is starting to 
fall in my yard, and god knows I have 
work in the morning. 

MIKE ST. JEAN
Editor-in-Chief

When news of Amanda Todd’s 
suicide �rst came to light, I 
made an omen with myself 

that I wouldn’t write an editorial about 
it. Like most pre-teens and teenag-
ers, I too was bullied, but it was never 
at a level that caused me to question 
whether or not I could go on existing. 

I felt, more or less, that writing about 
my encounters with bullying would 
seem like an attempt by a person in 
their mid-20s to gain sympathy for 
something that happened almost a 
decade ago. I actually can’t remember 
the last time I re�ected on it before 
now, and I never went through the 
level of persistent torture Ms. Todd sus-
tained. 

My views changed, however, after 
picking up a copy of MacLean’s maga-
zine that had an article by Emma Teitel 
entitled, “The real world of teenage 
cyberbullying”. 

Before I go any further, I am not 
trying to take away anything from the 
plague su�ered by Ms. Todd, or the 
hundreds of cases of the same nature 
that receive little or no attention.  I 
am, however, quite concerned with 
some of the anecdotes made by Teitel 
and the “kids will be kids” mentally she 
attaches to them. 

In the piece, Teitel states that she, 
like most of us, “became of age on the 
internet.” She tells stories of watch-

ing “middle-age men masturbate on 
webcam” when she was 11 years old, 
and of male classmates stripping, while 
her and her girlfriends returned the 
favour, a “weekly afternoon ritual.” 

Teitel recounts these activities as if 
they are common in today’s society, 
like the 21st century answer to spin-
the-bottle. The details of these exploits 
are recited as if they are typical cases 
of kids being kids, while her parents 
were “upstairs watching Frasier,” not 
caring about what she could possibly 
be doing on the internet. 

To be fair to her assessment, par-
ents should be more interested in what 
their kids are doing online. We live in 
an age where children are given smart-
phones before they hit their teenage 
years, and where browsing the inter-
net unsupervised seems to be a hobby 
taken up early in elementary school. It 
is true that parents should watch their 
children’s online activity far more often. 
But, to be frank, no parent should ever 
expect that their child would be doing 
the things Ms. Teitel describes as 
normal for this generation. 

I, like most of us, also grew up with 
the internet. I began with MSN Mes-
sanger and MySpace, and followed 
with Facebook and Twitter. I’ve had 
a webcam for the past seven years, 
although I don’t think I’ve ever turned 
it on. I have used the internet to 

“explore,” as Ms. Teitel describes she 
was doing with her girlfriends, but my 
exploration was far more tame. I have 
never once posed naked on webcam, 
circulated explicit photos of myself, or 
asked my female counterparts to do 
the same. I refuse to believe that this 
kind of behavior is “normal,” or should 
be viewed as such. No parent should 
ever have to believe that their child 
is watching a 30-something year-old 
pleasure themselves as a hobby. 

I got in my fair share of trouble when 
I was a child over the typical “kid stu�.” 
I smashed my toy cars, took apart any-
thing electronic I could get my hands 
on, rolled in the mud, climbed trees, 
and drank underage. I gave my friends 
black eyes by hitting them with base-
balls, destroyed the garage door by 
playing driveway hockey, and broke 
countless windows and light �xtures 
playing soccer in the house. These were 
“kid things” a decade ago, but have 
apparently been replaced with sexting 
and engaging in behaviour expected 
from convicted sex o�enders.  

Simply put, my encounter with bul-
lying came from being a normal, albeit 
skinny and sensitive, kid. If stripping in 
front of a webcam is today’s answer to 
Pogs, as well as the source of modern 
bullying, society has much, much 
bigger problems than bullying itself, as 
inconsiderate as that may sound. 

You can blame the adults all you 
want, but you’d be hard-pressed to �nd 
a parent of a modern teenager that had 
the same technology as today when 
he or she was young. As a result, the 
idea of what children could be doing 
online is somewhat misguided. My par-
ents can’t even operate a cell-phone, 
let alone imagine what exists on the 
internet. Thankfully for them, I used 
common sense, a trait Teitel apparently 
believes is no longer relevant in 2012, 
nor could possibly ever exist in today’s 
youth. 

This may sound crazy, but perhaps 
giving a kid a smart phone and unsu-
pervised internet access is a dumb 
idea if the so-called norms described 
in Teitel’s article are, in fact, common. 
She calls for more parental supervision, 
which is much needed, but also impos-
sible, as most parents have better 
things to do than sit behind their kid 
while they aimless surf the net 24/7. 

This probably won’t be very well 
received, but it may be the best solu-
tion to a ridiculous problem:  give 
your kid a baseball glove instead of 
an iPhone. Let them buy the phone 
themselves when they are old enough 
to a�ord it and, hopefully, understand 
what they’re doing with it. 

MIKE ST. JEAN
Editor-in-Chief

I didn’t want to go there, but...

From the Editor: Oh, the things we complain about
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