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A leap of faith like no other 
BY JAPHETH ALBU
The Argus

Try imagining what was going 
through the mind of Felix 
Baumgartner as he stood 39 

kilometres above the earth’s surface 
and heard in his headset, “Disconnect 
the oxygen hose.” Or wonder what he 
was thinking when the door opened 
and it was just him standing over the 
abyss, looking down on the world. Did 
he have thoughts of glory, of family, or 
of self-preservation? 

Yet, he leapt from his capsule and 
plummeted towards the hard and 
unforgiving Earth. Baumgartner’s free-
fall lasted 4 minutes and 20 seconds, 
and he reached speeds of 1,342 km/h 
(834.4 mph) – that’s Mach 1.24. He is 
the closest of any unassisted human to 
being faster than a speeding bullet.

Baumgartner’s free-fall broke three 
out of four possible world records. He 
now holds titles for the highest manned 
balloon �ight, at 39.045 km; the �rst 
unassisted human to break the sound 
barrier; and the highest skydive ever 
recorded. (He failed to claim the longest 
sky dive of all time because of some 
technical di�culties that forced him to 
pull his parachute early.) 

Some may argue, though, that while 
Joe Kittinger, world record holder for 
longest free fall, was going for duration, 
Baumgartner had the need for speed. 
On the other hand, Baumgartner was 8 
km higher than Kittinger at the point of 
the jump so he should have been able 
to smash the previous free fall record.

The suit worn by Baumgartner 
was created by the David Clark Com-
pany. It was fully pressurized to reduce 
Baumgartner’s chances of blacking out 
due to decompression sickness, which 

is common when one passes through 
many di�erent atmospheric levels. Also, 
it helped eliminate ebullism, which is 
when gas bubbles enter into the bodily 
�uids. Ebullism can make the body swell 
and, more troubling, impair or stop 
breathing, starving the brain of oxygen 
and leading to death. Felix’s suit was 
also controlled by an automated system 

that regulated body temperature, to 
keep him warm on the ascent, yet cool 
enough to prevent sweat from obscur-
ing his view. 

Baumgartner’s visor’s integrated 
heating circuit, which should have pre-
vented it from fogging and icing, failed. 
The visor fogged near the end the free-
fall, forcing him to pull his parachute 

much earlier than he would have liked 
to. This eliminated his chance of break-
ing the record for longest free fall by 
only 16 seconds. The foggy visor may 
not seem like a big issue, but falling 
blind at 800 mph, unable to read inte-
gral instruments, created a bone-break-
ing, or deadly, possibility.

Thankfully, at the end of it all, we 

were able to watch a man become a 
hero and a legend. We were able to see 
limits of adventuring and ingenuity sur-
passed and, with this, hopefully breed-
ing a new generation of children who 
are willing to go above and beyond. 
Maybe Baumgartner will even inspire 
a Lakehead student to do something 
amazing.
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“Kids can be cruel”

BY ELLEN STEVENS
Interim Staff Writer

The story of Amanda Todd 
has consumed the hearts 
of many over the past two 

weeks. Prior to her suicide, the 12 
year-old posted a video on You-
Tube in which, through a series of 
written messages, she described 
the events leading up to her �nal 
decision. 

After succumbing to online pres-
sure to post nude photos of herself, 
Todd was blackmailed by a school-
mate to further exploit herself or 
risk the photos being mass distrib-
uted. After the blackmailer came 
through on the promise, Todd was 
harshly bullied and forced to move 
schools multiple times. Sometime 

after, she was badly beaten up 
after sexually engaging with a boy, 
allegedly unaware that he had a 
girlfriend. 

Two weeks ago, Todd took her 
life. In a prior event, she drank 
bleach and had to be hospitalised. 
The response on Facebook was 
cruel, with many peers criticis-
ing her failure to “successfully” kill 
herself.  After she passed, a back-
lash of wildly inappropriate and 
harsh comments was unleashed on 
numerous social media sites. 

This story raises a number of 
issues such as the prevalence of 
bullying in our society, the failure 
of authorities in handling the prob-
lem, and the lack of education for 
teens about the internet.  A few 

Lakehead and York university stu-
dents, all of whom have person-
ally experienced various forms 
of bullying, were willing to share 
their thoughts on this unfortunate, 
recent occurrence. 

A Lakehead student who wishes 
to remain unnamed remarked, “I 
don’t think anyone deserves to 
have that happen to them. Regard-
less of whether she was doing 
something that’s questionable. . . . I 
think it’s a lot more wrong of some-
one on the internet to demand 
photos of a 12 year-old. She was 
just a little kid when it all started. “

Monica Zebrowski, recent Sheri-
dan College grad and writer, dis-
closed her own experiences with 
bullying in high school. While she 
had friends outside of school, she 
recalled the horrible isolation and 
degradation she faced within: 
“Every Sunday, I would get this ter-
rible feeling at the pit of my stom-
ach, this horrible anxiety about 
going back to school. When we 
had to pick groups in class, nobody 
wanted me to be in their group, 
and old ‘friends’ would cringe when 
I would almost beg them to please 
be my partner. It was pathetic. The 
entire class treated me like dirt.”

Zebrowski added, “I would never 
want to re-live that time again. 
Kids can be really cruel. I had major 
depression issues early on in high 
school and had a lot of stu� to deal 
with.”

For Zebrowski, it was her best 
friend’s suicide that dissuaded her 
from taking further action. “When 

he went, I turned my life around, a 
complete 360. I felt like he would 
have wanted me to do that. Losing 
Mike was very hard. It took a lot of 
therapy to really fully get over my 
loss. For years, I blamed myself for 
not having saved him.”

She added her reaction to Todd’s 
story: “I think many people can 
relate to bullying, but I was fortu-
nate enough not to endure it when 
Facebook was popular. When I was 
bullied in school, I would skip class 
to get away from it all. Kids can’t do 
that anymore with cyber-bullying. 
I can’t imagine what that must be 
like.”

Another Lakehead student, also 
to remain unnamed, commented 
how the fact that Todd was still 
being slandered is what bothered 
her most. “Even in death, she is 
still being bullied by her peers.  I 
think that’s probably the saddest 
thing about this. I mean, it’s abso-
lutely horrid that a child died; but 
now, her parents go on Twitter or 
Facebook and see all these people 
talk about how she got what she 
deserved. I think that’s the most 
disgusting thing. “

The legality of several of Aman-
da’s experiences have also come 
under harsh scrutiny. Amanda 
was only 12 when a sexual preda-
tor asked for her photo and she 
was later beaten in school by her 
classmates.  On this, a Lakehead 
student commented, “I think that a 
lot of the time, it’s more or less the 
government that lets the school 
determine how [kids] are pun-

ished. I think that if a student hits 
another student, then that’s harass-
ment, causing bodily harm. I mean, 
that’s criminal and demands police 
involvement.”  

The student added, “There de�-
nitely needs to be more measures 
taken by the police to track down 
the bullies and sex predators.”

Taylor Lawrence from York Uni-
versity agrees. “The government 
should consider no tolerance for 
bullying campaigns within schools, 
and also promote children and 
teens to have an appreciation for 
people whom are di�erent, not just 
demographically, but individually.” 

While he acknowledged that 
there is only so much that can be 
done to prevent bullying, Law-
rence is adamant that there should 
be more programs and supports in 
place to help students cope with 
bullying, and more measures to 
penalize bullies through expul-
sions, suspensions, anger manage-
ment classes, guidance counselling, 
and even criminal charges.

Zebrowski stressed, “The only 
way we are going to e�ectively 
combat bullying is to stand 
together as a community and 
make it looked unacceptable. 
There should also be more access 
for people who need treatment for 
depression. Sometimes, the wait-
ing lists can be months long, this is 
too long.”

The Globe and Mail reports that 
Ontario MPs had a meeting on 
October 15 to discuss bullying, and 
are open to policy suggestions. 
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