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the student voice of thunder bay & orillia

Students in Residence concerned by
insecure locks, brainstorm safer options

GARY MUSSON/THE ARGUS

BY ELLEN STEVENS
Interim Staff Writer

O

ver the past year, a
number of residence
rooms on Lakehead’s
Thunder Bay campus were targeted for theft. While doors were
reportedly locked, money, computers, and other valuables were
taken by unwanted visitors.
Following the most recent
intrusions, a group of Lakehead
students living in residence, who
wish to remain anonymous, voiced
their concerns that insecure locks
seriously compromise their safety.
“I know a lot of people who have
said that they have locked themselves out and were able to break
back into their rooms,” remarked
one student. “Everybody knows
it; I guess it’s not too much of an
issue if the front doors are locked.

However, even last year we did
have problems with our house.”
The student went on to recall
that during the previous year,
someone broke in and vandalised a full drawer of her clothing,
and that “there was also a girl who
lived there the year before who
had her door broken into, and
someone grabbed her laptop and
smashed it on the staircase while
they were drunk.”
The students were also quick
to point out that it’s hard to know
someone well enough over the
short time they’re in residence, no
matter how well housemates get
along. Thus, simply leaving personal belongings at the disposal of
others is a gamble. “It’s very hard
to spot that they can be doing
something crazy like that. You’d
never know. “
Residence rooms can cost any-

where from $6,000 to $8,000 for
the eight months that students
live in them, and tenants have

“

I think it’s
ridiculous
that you
can open all
these doors
so easily
without a
key. They
need something different.

remarked that they’re disappointed with the security they’re

given in return. “I think it’s ridiculous that you can open all these
doors so easily without a key. They
need something different,” said
another student.
Another student added to the
litany of concerns: “If someone
loses a key, you have to pay for
the new lock, everyone else’s new
keys, and your own. So, usually
people wait to inform residence
that they lose their keys because
it’s so expensive. This means that,
for a while, there is this random
stranger with a set of keys.”
The group brainstormed about
other options to enhance security:
“There should be a camera outside
the door, that way we can see who
comes in and out.” Someone else
suggested an automatic locking
system, where the front door locks
automatically.
“Sometimes if you’re drinking,

people leave the door open and
go for a cigarette, or out somewhere, so if someone’s watching,
they can come into the house
and cause trouble,” someone else
suggested. Others argued for a
“punch-in-code system” for the
personal rooms.
Currently, many universities, like
York, Acadia, and the University of
Toronto at Mississauga, all have
swipe keys for their residences.
A York student remarked that he
is content with the swipe keys: “I
think it’s the best type of key. It’s
the most useful and much more
advanced than normal keys.” Ultimately, the costs for these would
be cheaper, because cards are
easier to replace than keys.
Current residents are encouraged to communicate their
concerns to their RAs and/or Residence Administration.

