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The realization of not going pro
BY JOSH MARTIN 
The Other Press (Douglas College)

NEW WESTMINSTER (CUP) — 
Every athlete grows up imagin-
ing that they’ll turn pro. Playing 

a sport professionally in front of thou-
sands of fans while making millions 
of dollars is the dream, but often just 
that—a dream. There’s always that one 
day when an individual realizes that 
those hopes and dreams are something 
of a fantasy.

Joining hockey at the late age of 12, 
my days were doomed before I had 
even started. What were the odds of a 
boy who could barely skate making it to 
the NHL? The story of late-bloomer Ed 
Jovanovski gave some hope for at least 
a couple more years in my career. The 
fact that the former Vancouver Canucks 
defensemen began playing organized 
hockey at the age of 11 and made it to 
the big leagues gave me the silly notion 
that perhaps I could do the same. It 
wasn’t until a couple years later when 
I was still playing on the house team 
that I realized “Jovo-Cop” was one in a 
million—a sad truth, right up there with 
Santa Claus.

It happened with my friends around 
the same time I imagine—realizing they 
weren’t the next Wayne Gretzky. Some 
realized it sooner than others, perhaps 

those of us who were not quite good 
enough to make the cut for the rep 
teams and excusing it with, “I just want 
to have fun this year,” or the classic, “I 
want to play with all my buddies,” in 
order to save our egos from a bruising. 
In the long run, maybe those of us who 
didn’t make the team or didn’t even 
tryout were let o� a little easier with 
reality, the dream being cut short sev-
eral years earlier than others.

For those who were good enough 
during those years of minor hockey of 
making the cut on to the rep teams, I 
feel for the most. After dedicating the 
majority of his life to hockey, including 
going to a hockey academy away from 
his friends in all of high school, leaving 
to the east of Canada for junior ‘B’ action 
in Ontario, and spending dollar upon 
dollar replacing broken hockey sticks, 
and getting new skates and gear, my 
friend has su�ered the brutal rejection 
call harder than anyone I know. It was 
almost worse seeing him slowly come 
to the conclusion rather than realizing 
it for myself when I was an early teen. 
Like a little kid who would set out the 
cookies and milk every Christmas Eve, 
except this year they were still there in 
the morning.

The realization that you’re just not 
good enough is one of the tough-

est ones in life and perhaps the most 
important. Rejection is bound to 
happen and in this case, for me and my 

friends, it comes in the form of profes-
sional sports. But to those few kids who 
made their dreams their reality, we’re 

now watching them in arenas all over 
North America. That could maybe be 
you one day, but most likely not.
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Not everyone can hack it, but realization doesn’t occur at the opportune time. 

Catching up with the ‘Wolves
BY MIKE ST. JEAN
Interim Sports Editor

Like the old cliché goes, the 2012-
13 OUA/CIS season provided 
Lakehead Thunderwolves fans 

with a lot to cheer about, some disap-
points, and reason to believe the athletic 
future will be bright here at Lakehead 
University. The year was full of ups 
and downs, moments of pure joy, and 
instances of heartbreak. Without fur-
ther adieu, below is a brief recap of the 
accomplishments of the Thunderwolves’ 
basketball, hockey, and volleyball teams 
last season. 

 Men’s Basketball

The ‘Wolves men’s basketball team 
undoubtedly had a season to be proud 
of last year, qualifying for the CIS 
national championship tournament for 
the 4th straight year. 

Not content with just making the 
tournament, the ‘Wolves outworked 
the competition en route to making it 
all the way to the CIS Championship 
Final, the �rst Lakehead appearance in 
the National Championship match in 36 
years. 

It was not meant to be, however, as 
the opposing Carleton Ravens were 
simply too much to handle during their 
92-42 rout of the Thunderwolves.

While the ‘Wolves had a great season 
as a team, guard Greg Carter showed a 
lot of individual skill by clinching the CIS 
Defensive MVP, his second straight, to go 
along with his fourth straight OUA West 
Defensive MVP. 

Lakehead’s biggest challenge this 
season will be coping with change, as 
graduating seniors Carter, Matthew 

Schmidt, Joseph Jones, Brendan King, 
Yoosrie Salhia, and Ben Jones have all 
donned the ‘Wolves blue for the last 
time. 

Head Coach Scott Morrison will 
undoubtedly have his work cut out for 
him, but his ability to turn this team 
from basement dwellers to champion-
ship contenders over the past several 
seasons speaks volumes about his abil-
ity behind the bench.  Having an excel-
lent recruiting class of Nolan McKenzie 
(G), Josh Bell (G), Mitchell Hearn (G), Igor 
Lebov (F), 7’ Australian giant Brent Wal-
lace (P), and transfers Andrew McCarthy 
and Justin Bell won’t hurt, either. 

Women’s Basketball

While the ‘Wolves men’s basketball 
team brought their program to new 
heights, Lakehead’s women’s hoops 
squad struggled throughout the 2012-13 
season. 

The team �nished the year near the 
bottom with a 7-14 record in OUA action, 
missing the playo�s and being forced 
to pack their bags long before they 
wanted. 

Carolyn Fragale was a bright spot on 
the women’s team, haven been named 
an OUA West Second Team All-Star. 
Unfortunately for ‘Wolves fans, Fragale 
has since graduated and will not be a 
part of the program in the upcoming 
season. 

Head Coach Jon Kreiner will have 
several new faces on his squad this year 
thanks to a season of recruiting, and it’s 
expect the young ‘Wolves squad will 
look to climb up the OUA standings 
thanks to the experience gained during 
a trying season. 

Men’s Hockey

While the 2012-13 season began with 
hope that the ‘Wolves would �nally make 
the �nal push and become top contend-
ers for the CIS National Championship, 
the season ended amongst controversy 
on a sour note. 

The team was eliminated in the �rst 
round of the OUA playo�s by the Water-
loo Warriors, their second �rst-round 
elimination in three years, just months 
after an unexplained shakeup was made 
to the team’s core. 

Head Coach Joel Scherban was 
released by Lakehead mid-season and 
replaced by interim coach Mike Bus-
niuk, while forward Thomas Frazee was 
released shortly 
thereafter with no 
real explanation 
given. 

Coming into the 
2013-14 season, the 
‘Wolves outlook can 
be summarized in 
one word: change. 

Gone are cap-
tain Adam Sergerie, 
leading-scorer Matt 
Caria, and start-
ing goaltender Alex 
Dupuis. While these 
are mighty big shoes 
to �ll, the brass at 
the ‘Wolves hockey 
department have 
shown time and 
again the desire and 
their commitment to 
building a winner.

The change begins 
behind the bench, 
where newly minted 

Head Coach Bill MacDonald looks to pick 
up the pieces and build a winner. 

If history is anything to go by, 
Lakehead should be a contender during 
the upcoming season, where they’ll be 
looking to make their mark in a newly 
aligned division in the OUA. 

Women’s Volleyball

Defending OUA Head Coach of the 
Year Chris Green looks to build upon the 
growth and success the Thunderwolves 
women’s volleyball team showed last 
season, as they made it to the OUA play-
o�s after years of sitting near the bottom 
of the conference. 

The team, which was paced by OUA 

Libero Breanne Hillcorst, First Team OUA 
All-Star Vanessa Chorkawy, and OUA 
Second Team All-Star Jorie Daymond last 
season, �nished the regular season with 
a 9-9 record before being eliminated by 
the York Lions in the �rst round of the 
OUA Playo�s. 

While the team improved by leaps 
and bounds in the standings, Lakehead’s 
volleyball team remains fairly young in 
terms of eligibility, as last year’s squad 
included no �fth-year seniors and only 
four fourth year students. The team’s 
youthful experience, combined with 
a number of new recruits, leaves the 
‘Wolves volleyball program entering the 
2013-14 season with a great deal of opti-
mism. 

A look back at the 2012-13 athletic season and what lies ahead 

Mobile apps developed to bring change
BY ELLEN STEVENS 
Editor-in-Chief

Smartphone and tablet tech-
nologies have gone far beyond 
assisting the daily lives and 

entertainment of the average human. 
Companies and altruists are now 
using these tools to help aid individu-
als with disabilities and individuals 
in remote areas, to preserve lost lan-
guages, and to monitor live function 
of one’s businesses. 

Skyscape, described to Apple’s mar-
keting team as “a public health o�cer 
in [a] bag,” is used to deliver changing 
medical information to doctors. This 
especially bene�ts those operating in 
rural communities. 

Another, is the Galileo app, which 
helps those with prosthetics adjust 
their prosthetics to whatever angle or 
position users need it to be. 

Kevin Kuchta and his business part-
ner Greg Hill own a company called 
Qwantech, a �rm based in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario. They implement a vari-
ety of application-based technolo-
gies, however their main project and 
start-up idea is called Klipmark. 

Klipmark uses video snapshots to 
document how something is done.  
Though it can be used for many dif-
ferent �elds, the main target of the 
application is to help those in long-
term care receive treatment with con-
tinuity.  

Kuchta worked with families who 

have children with disabilities and 
encountered the same story over and 
over again. “There’s a family I know 
quite well. It has been a long time 
since the couple could go on a trip 
together or could go somewhere and 
have people take care of their daugh-
ter. The routines are maintained only 
when the couple is there, [thus] they 
have not had the opportunity to actu-
ally go on a trip for almost a decade,” 
says Kuchta. 

Klipmark allows users to document 
very detailed care in video form. Kevin 
explains that,  “consistency of care is 
severely lacking.  Individuals that have 
multiple sta� usually have that sta� 
use multiple techniques.  Often some-
thing is written but even if it’s speci�c 
in words, people can interpret it dif-
ferently.” Kuchta argues that video is a 
multi-sensory way to deliver informa-
tion and that it o�ers a solution to the 
problem. 

More often than not, people share 
successes of long-term care, but not 
necessarily how they got there. So, 
creating an app that lets people share 
their techniques to others in need 
is something that is in demand.  The 
great thing about Klipmark is it uses 
video, which transcends language 
barriers. This means that it has both 
local and global potential. 

“Our number one goal is not to 
create a business; it is to solve a prob-
lem, but to do that we need to use 

business.” Says Kuchta.  
Readers are encouraged to visit 

Klipmark.com and sign up to get 
the app release date. The app will be 

available on both iPhone and Android 
software. 
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Qwantech founders Greg Hill (left) and Kevin Kuchta (Right).


